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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


By kind invitation of the Council of the Chemical Society 
the Inaugural Meeting of the Twenty-fifth Session will be held at 
the Chemical Society’s rooms, Burlington House, Piccadilly, on 
Wednesday, 15th October. At 7.30 p.m. light refreshments will 
— and the business proceedings will commence at 8 
o'clock. 


The Chair will be taken by Professor J. M. Thomson, LL.D., F.R.S., 
Chairman of the Library Committee of the Chemical Society, and the 
Inaugural Address will be delivered by Professor John Adams, M.A., B.Sc., 
F.C.P., Professor of Education in the University of London, Principal of the 
London Day Training College, author of ‘‘ The Student’s Guide’’ and a 
number of other well-known books. The Association is honoured by 
Professor Adams’ kindly acceptation of the invitation to give an address, and 
at this particular moment when the advent of the Board of Education as the 
controlling authority of the Public Library system is imminent, it will be very 
instructive to hear the views of one of the most prominent educationists of 
the day on the situation. It had been hoped by the Council that the Minister 
of Education, Dr. H. A. L. Fisher, would have been present as well, but his 
other engagements make that impossible, though he expressed his sympathy 
with the meeting and regretted his inability to attend. 

The Council extends a hearty invitation to all librarians and assistants to 
be present on this auspicious occasion marking the opening of its Twenty-fifth 
winter's work, and particularly will it be glad to see the older members who 
laboured for the establishment of the Association in its younger days, as well 
as all those who through their response to their Country's call have rot had 
an opportunity of attending a Meeting for a long time. 


COUNCIL VACANCY. 

Owing to the resignation of Mr. W. G. Hawkins, Deputy Librarian of 
Fulham, a vacancy is caused on the London side of the Council,:and this will 
be filled at the Inaugural Meeting. Nominations should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary in order to reach him not later that Monday, 13th October. 


THE SESSIONAL PROGRAMME. 


In consequence of the unsettled condition of library affairs the Council 
determined not to arrange a Programme of Meetings for the full session, but 
to proceed by instalments, each covering a period of three months. Particu- 
lars of the Inaugural Meeting are given above, and for the two following 
months the meetings will be as follows :— 

November 12th. At University College, Gower Street. 

Addresses on the relation of the Public Library to the Public 
Elementary School, by the Heads of two of the London 

Elementary Schools. 
December 10th. At the Central Library for Students, Tavistock Square. 
Address: ‘‘ The Public Library Movement, with special reference to 
the recent Report of the Adult Education Committee, from the 
Labour point of view.'’ By Mr. Arthur Peters, C.B.E., J.P. 
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Meetings for January, February and March will be duly announced, and 
meanwhile the Council will be happy to receive from members proposals as 
to subjects for discussion, speakers and meeting-places. These should be 
addressed to the Hon. Secretary without delay. 


Resignation of Mr. W. G. Hawkins.—Having been appointed to 
a Rate Collectorship in Fulham, Mr. Hawkins, Deputy Borough Librarian, 
has resigned that office. A long-standing member of the L.A.A., Mr. Hawkins 
has served on the Executive for a number of years, and always gladly rendered 
the Association such help as lay in his power. Rejected as unfit for military 
service, he was employed in the Rate Collecting Department for the major 
period of the war. The best wishes of the Association are now offered to him 
for every happiness and prosperity in his new sphere. 


SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 

The next meeting of the South Coast Branch will be held 
at the Brighton Public Library, Museums, and Fine Art Galleries, 
on Wednesday, 15th October, 1919. 

PROGRAMME, 

5 p.m. Tea (at the invitation of the Brighton Staft). 

5.45 p.m. Committee Meeting. 

6.30 p.m. General Meeting. Mr. Henry D. Roberts, M.B.E., Director 
Brighton, has kindly consented to deliver his lecture on 
‘The Story of the Book.’’ The lecture will be illus- 
trated by many fine lantern slides, and it is hoped that as 
many assistants as possible will take this opportunity of 
hearing a very interesting and instructive lecture. 

ARTHUR WEBB, Honorary Secretary. 


Library Association.—The Special Period for the 1920 Literary 
History examination has been fixed for the years 1780-1830. The Preliminary 
Test for candidates intending to sit at the next examination in May, 1920, 
will be held on Wednesday, 15th October, 1919, at 2 p.m., at Caxton Hall, 
S.W., and at various provincial centres. Fee 2s. 6d. Full particulars on 
application to the Secretary, Library Association, Caxton Hall, Westminster, 


S.W. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL NCTES. 

[We hope to set aside a page in each issue of The Library Assistant to 
notes, news, questions, etc., relating to the newly established Library Schoo] 
at University College.—Ed.} 

Thirty-one full-time students have been enrolled, besides entries fo: 
separate courses. 

Demobilized officers and men who have applied to the Appointments 
Board of the Ministry of Labour for maintenance grants and training fees 
have obtained them, and have started on their two years’ course. 

The Bolton Libraries Committee has granted two assistants leave of 
absence for two years. 

Q.—Will the syllabus in each subject cover similar ground to that taken 
by the L.A. classes, so enabling students who already hold certificates to take 
both examinations and complete their L.A. Diploma while qualifying for the 
University Degree ? 

A.—The School syllabus will no doubt correspond as closely as possible 
to the L.A. one. Those holding L.A. certificates will be admitted to the 
courses and can complete their preparation for the L.A. Diploma. At present 
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it is impossible to say whether the University will be able to recognize L.A. 
certificates for its Diploma. 

Q.—What is the meaning of the paragraph on page 4 of the syllabus to 
the effect that qualified librarians may be admitted to certain demonstrations 
and visits on payment of a guinea? 

A.—Such persons will be permitted to join in the numerous class-visits, 
etc. Not only libraries from the British Museum downwards, but buildings 
in course of construction, publishing works, etc., will also be visited. 





PROCEEDINGS. 


NoRTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


The inaugural meeting of the resuscitated North Eastern Branch was 
held at South Shields on Wednesday, July 16th, by the kind invitation of 
Mr. Ernest Bailey, Chief Librarian. Unfortunately, the railway strike 
completely spoiled what bad promised to be a successful gathering. An 
important item on the agenda was an address by Dr. E. A. Baker on the 
newly founded library school. In order to gather together as many as 
possible to hear about and discuss this interesting matter, the meeting was 
arranged jointly with the inaugural meeting of the Northern Counties 
Library Association. 

Tea was kindly provided by the Chairman of the Library Committee, 
Ald. J. W. Henderson, and the Chief Librarian, Mr. E. Bailey. We had 
the pleasure of hearing the Mayor (Coun. T. Sykes), the Chairman, and 
some members of the Committee, speak on library matters. After tea a 
business meeting of the Branch was held at the Town Hall. The minutes of 
the last meeting held under the old régime (on November 24th, 1915) were 
read and discussed, and officers for the ensuing year were elected. The 
result of the voting was as follows :— 

Chairman : EDWARD PEaRSON, Public Library, Newcastle. 

Vice-Chairman: J. E. PERcIVAL, Public Library, Darlington. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer : 1. BRIGGS, Public Library, Newcastle. 

Committee: J. WaAaLTon, W. H. GIBSON, J. CRAWLEY. Miss F. 

Brooks, all of Newcastle; D. W. HERDMAN, Sunderland; Miss 
M. L. CoaTsworTH, Sunderland; H. BURGEss, South Shields; 
T. HEDLEY, Gateshead. 

Tribute was paid to the memory of the following six members who were 
killed or who died on service :—R. H. U. Potts, Tynemouth; R. M. Daniel, 
South Shields; G. Robson, Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Soc. ; 
E. Hindmarch, Sunderland; A. P. Jordan, Newcastle ; C. Buck, Newcastle. 

At the joint evening session Dr. Baker addressed the meeting briefly, 
and invited questions and criticisms. His invitation was accepted. Members 
welcomed the scheme as an earnest of real re-construction, but subjected it 
to some strong criticism. The general feeling was that it had been hurriedly 
arranged, and had not been clearly planned. Perhaps the decision of the 
Education Committee to allow a diploma to be gained by alternative means, 
i.e., by the present system of examinations, and through the school, met 
with the least acceptance. On another important point there was scepticism. 
This was the belief that exchange of assistants between provincial and 
metropolitan libraries should, and could, be one of the best ways of providing 
opportunity for attendance at the school. 

The discussion was bright, and proved that library assistants realised the 
importance of the subject. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. 
Barker, and many regrets were expressed that his visit north should have 
been made at such an unfortunate time.—I. BricGs, Hon. Secretary. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
AN OPEN LETTER TO WOMEN LIBRARY ASSISTANTS. 
To the Editor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant.’ 

DEAR FELLOW WorRKERS,—It is pleasing to note that women are coming 
to the front in so many directions, but I am afraid that we of the Library 
Profession are behind the times in this respect. What is the reason? Many 
would like to say it is because we ‘‘ haven't it in us,’’ but I think, taking into 
account the success of women in many fields of labour, we can dismiss this 
accusation as untrue. 

Let us face the facts frankly : it is an undoubted fact that there is still an 
unjust but deep-rooted prejudice against the employment of women in some 
quarters, but is this the whole trouble? Is there truth in the statement that, 
speaking generally, women do not show the interest and initiative in their 
work that men do? Let us prove that there is not! Let us dismiss from our 
minds once and for all the fallacy that it is only necessary for a woman to 
‘*mark time’’ in her occupation until her duties are transferred from library 
to home. I would suggest supplanting this disastrous policy by that of doing 
one thing at a time and doing it well whatever future prospects may be, 
for surely the qualities developed by whole-hearted work in a library are 
equally valuable in every sphere of life. 

The new Library School presents an opportunity for obtaining that 
technical training without which no library assistant can hope to succeed in 
the future, and I trust that those of us who are able, will not be slow in 
seizing this opportunity. There is very keen competition ahead of us, and it 
is useless to think that we shall win our way in the profession unless we 
resist the tendency to get into the groove of a mechanical daily round, and 
instead, use initiative, both by working for further developments in the 
libraries in which we are employed, and by devoting at least some spare time 
daily in studying for qualifications which will now be more than ever in 
demand. 

Unless we show enterprise and well-directed enthusiasm in our work, we 
shall be left behind, and shall find ourselves saddled with the inferior posts 
of the Profession. We have had all too few opportunities for progress in the 
past, and now that the barriers which have hitherto hindered us, as women, 
are gradually being broken down, let us take a pride in showing that, given 
the chance, we can do all that is expected of us,—and more. 

Some years ago, a Committee of Women Librarians and Assistants was 
appointed by the Council of the Library Assistants’ Association to consider 
the position of women assistants, and now that temporary war-time assistants 
have left the Profession, it seems most desirable that such a Committee should 
be revived in order to further the interests of those women who remain in it. 
I have reason to believe that the L.A.A. Council is prepared again to 
appoint a Women's Committee, if we show.any desire for one, and that 
suggestions or offers of help for the formation of such a Committee from 
women in the Profession will be welcomed by that body. 

Yours very sincerely, 
—_—_——_—— FELLOW WORKER 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Members: Miss Alice Jones and E. R. Temple, Islington; Mr. E. G. 
Fletcher, Stepney ; Misses G. M. Spencer and M. I. Richings, and Mr 
H. S. Smith, Birmingham University Library. 

Associates: Mrs. Ellen Penney, Misses N. M. Carman, E. I. 
Dinsdale, A. E. Lucas, E. M. Phiilips, Lilian Darby and Mary Eade, 
Islington ; Miss D. M. Salmor, Hackney. 

North Eastern Branch.--Membere: Misses G. Warren and R. 
Woodman, Sunderland. Associates: Misses E. Cook, E. Davisor, 
A. Franklin, E. Carrick, A. Kennedy, K. Short, D. Veitch, A 
Warren and E. Whitfield, Sunderland; Misses D. Ashurst, ik. 
Dickinson and A. Raimes, Newcastle. 





